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New Jersey Romance Writers 

2009 Put Your Heart in a Book Contest

First Round Score Sheet

ENTRY #:


TITLE:











JUDGE #:


CATEGORY:










TOTAL SCORE:



The best elements of this entry are:










Description of Scores:
5 = Yes/Strongly Agree.  Writer successful/Ready to submit or needs very minor revisions.

4 = Yes/Agree:  Writer accomplishes goal most of the time/Could be submitted with minor revisions.

3 = Yes/Agree:  Writer accomplishes this/Not quite ready for submission -- some revisions needed.

2 = No/Disagree:  Writer doesn't accomplish this/Initial or rough draft level of writing.

1 = No/Strongly Disagree:  Writer doesn't accomplish this/Initial or rough draft level of writing.

N/A = Not Applicable, not able to evaluate this item (explain)

CHAPTER PAGES:  SAMPLE WRITING

Storytelling/Does the story make sense?  (poss. 35 points)


Does the story make sense?


Does the author plant the seeds that ultimately drive the story forward?


Does the opening grab your attention?


Is the writing clear and tight?


Does the writer use a mix of narrative, dialogue, and action?


Is backstory used effectively within the prologue/first chapter?


Are the characters well-drawn, believable?

Comments:













































Style: (poss. 30 points)

Are the scenes essential in moving the story forward?


Is the point of view clear and unconfused?


Does the writer evoke the various senses with his/her writing?


Is the overall tone of the story apparent in the prologue/first chapter?


Is the use of sexual tension effective or can you see where it might develop later on?


Does the writing evoke a unique/distinctive voice?

Comments:













































Pacing: (poss. 10 points)

Does the pacing fit the story?


In the synopsis, does the pacing move the story to completion?

Comments:












































Format/Technical Writing:  Prologue/Chapter Only (poss. 15 points)

Is the entry in a professional, neat, easy-to-read format?


Is proper grammar used?

Are spelling and typing accurate?
Comments:













































Subtotal (Chapter Pages/Sample Writing):


Additional comments on chapter pages:





















































































SYNOPSIS
Plot/Characters/Conflict (poss. 45 points)


Does the first interaction of Hero & Heroine establish the tone of the relationship?


Does the plot, storyline, characters, conflict, drive the storyline from beginning to end?


Is the plot/storyline clear and not confusing?


Are the love story and the action plot integral to each other?


Do the characters grow and develop during the story?


Do secondary characters and/or sub-plots enhance the main plot?


Are the internal and external conflicts sufficiently substantial to sustain the storyline?


Is the climax/crisis logical and believable?


Are the conflict/resolution logical and believable?

Comments:













































Mechanics (poss. 10 points)


Does the plot/projected length fit the intended market?


Is the present tense used as much as possible?

Comments:












































Subtotal (Synopsis):


Additional comments on synopsis:





















































































TOTAL SCORE (145 points possible):


General Assessment or explanation of your scores. If you need more space, feel free to add another sheet or write on back of this scoresheet
:















































































































































































Judge's Name (optional):






Published Author?



